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The fact that the collection of ONNI OKKONEN (1886-1962), a professor of art 

history, was donated to Joensuu could perhaps be viewed as a logical consequence of 

the ideas which he constantly put forward in his writings after 1910. He often stated 

that in order to increase people’s interest in art, it is also necessary to establish public 

collections and museums outside the Helsinki area. Okkonen emphasized the 

responsibility of town and local authorities in acquiring and exhibiting art to the 

public. Thus, Okkonen’s heirs considered it appropriate to donate his collection to 

Joensuu, which was Okkonen’s former school town and near his Karelian roots. 

Okkonen’s first art purchase was Helene Schjerfbeck’s watercolor “Girl and the Tree 

of Life”. It had obviously been of special importance to him, as documents mention it 

being his first purchase, and the year of the purchase, 1914, is marked on the back of 

the painting. Okkonen was interested in collecting art from the 1910’s up till his last 

years. His collection of Chinese art was considerably supplemented in the 1950’s 

when he traveled to China. 






